June 9, 2005

Santa Cruz campus of the University of Cali-
fornia system. As UCSC’s Director of Instruc-
tional Computing, she built a campus institu-
tion respected by both faculty and students
that enhanced the campus’ reputation for un-
dergraduate education by providing a space
for students to publish their work and gain
needed employment skills.

Beth has also shared her expertise with
people around the world through her love for
travel. She served as a mental health coun-
selor for Americans living in Bangkok during
the Vietnam War, was a field assistant for the
Smithsonian-sponsored Arun Valley Wildlife
Expedition in Nepal and contributed to the bet-
terment of public health in Thailand. Beth is
also fluent in Thai, and as a Peace Corp vol-
unteer, she acted as a liaison between the
Thai Ministries of Health, Agriculture, and Edu-
cation in the area of nutrition and was involved
in the establishment of markets for locally pro-
duced foods in some of Thailand’s rural areas.

Beth is also an expert sailor with 19 years
of experience as a member of a Los Angeles
crew for international cruises and races. One
of the highlights of her sailing experience in-
cludes sailing from California to Tahiti.

Mr. Speaker | wish to honor Beth Guislin,
upon her retirement from the University of
California, for her compassion and dedication
to education. Her actions serve as an example
of how to live life to the fullest, while selflessly
giving back to those in need here and around
the world. | join the University in commending
Beth for her leadership in instructional com-
puting and international public service, and |
extend my sincere best wishes for her retire-
ment and future endeavors.

———
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Ms. DeLAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to join the many
family, friends, and community members who
have gathered to pay tribute to an outstanding
member of our community and a dear friend,
the Honorable Vincent J. Tonucci. Retiring just
last year after 9 terms as the State Represent-
ative for Connecticut's 104th District, Vinny
has dedicated a lifetime of hard work and
dedication to the Naugatuck Valley.

In his 18 years as a State Representative,
Vinny has a long and proud history of legisla-
tive accomplishments for his District and the
state of Connecticut. Sponsoring and intro-
ducing legislation aimed at improving the qual-
ity of life for children, defending the environ-
ment, protecting health care for seniors, and
providing for local economic development,
Vinny was dedicated to ensuring that a variety
of important issues were debated and ad-
dressed. Throughout his nine terms in Con-
necticut's General Assembly, Vinny developed
a distinguished reputation as a public official—
accessible to his constituents and fighting for
their best interests. His career has been a re-
flection of all that an elected representative
should be.

Vinny’s remarkable commitment to commu-
nity and public service extends well beyond
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his time in the General Assembly. Prior to his
election to Connecticut's House of Represent-
atives, he served on the Board of Alderman in
the City of Derby as well as a member of the
Naugatuck Valley Capitol Planning Committee.
Among the many local service organizations
which benefit from his good work, Vinny is a
member of the Webster Hose Fire Depart-
ment, St. Michael's Society of Ansonia, Derby
Elk’s Lodge, and the Valley Association of Re-
altors. He also serves on the consulting com-
mittee at Emmett O’Brien Regional Vocational
School, the Board of Directors of the Lower
Naugatuck Valley Boys & Girls Club, the Bir-
mingham Group of Ansonia, and the Valley
United Way. Vinny is a tireless advocate—al-
ways ready to lend a helping hand and a pow-
erful voice on behalf of the businesses, orga-
nizations, residents, and families of the
Naugatuck Valley.

Through his good work as an elected official
and community volunteer, his warmth, com-
passion, and generosity made a difference not
only in the communities that he represented,
but for families across Connecticut. For his
many years of outstanding public service, | am
proud to stand today to join his wife, Cindy,
daughters, Cara and Christa, family, friends,
constituents, and the communities of Derby
and Ansonia in extending my sincere thanks
and appreciation to the Honorable Vincent J.
Tonucci. He has left an indelible mark on this
community and a legacy that will serve as an
inspiration for generations to come.

————————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of the distinguished life
and career of actress and friend Anne Ban-
croft.

Anne’s legendary career spanned more than
50 years and included honors and awards for
roles performed in film, television, and on the
stage. Most notable among these were her
Oscar, Emmy, and Tony awards, an accom-
plishment achieved by only a select few.

Born to a family of Italian immigrants on
September 17, 1931, in the Bronx, New York,
Anne quickly developed a love for perform-
ance. By the time she was 4-years-old, Anne
was already taking dance and acting lessons.
When she was 9, she famously wrote on a
fence behind her childhood home, “I want to
be an actress.” Little could she have known
then what a splendid acting career lie in front
of her.

After studying at the American Academy of
Dramatic Arts in New York, she moved to Hol-
lywood in 1950 to pursue her dream. Her first
film, “Don’t Bother to Knock” in 1952 starred
Marilyn Monroe and Richard Widmark. It was
her role in 1962 ’s “The Miracle Worker,” how-
ever, that really launched Anne on the path to
becoming an acting legend. She famously por-
trayed Annie Sullivan, Helen Keller's dedicated
and truly determined teacher. For her effort,
she was rewarded with the Academy Award
for Best Actress. 1967’s “The Graduate” is the
film that sealed Anne Bancroft's place in
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American popular culture. Co-starring with
Dustin Hoffman, she became the very embodi-
ment of the character of Mrs. Robinson. Mike
Nichols, the film’s director, recently remarked
that Anne’s “beauty was constantly shifting
with her roles, and because she was a con-
summate actress, she changed radically for
every part.” Additionally, Arthur Penn, who di-
rected her in both the stage and film versions
of “The Miracle Worker,” said that she was an
actress who “can play anything.” | can think of
no higher complement that can be said of an
actor.

Anne’s death is truly a loss to American cul-
ture. Fortunately, her wonderfully-talented per-
formances will live on for future generations to
watch and enjoy.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in remembrance of Anne Bancroft whose life
and legacy has been a source of enjoyment
for so many. My thoughts and prayers are with
Anne’s beloved husband, director Mel Brooks,
and son, Maximillian.

————
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to praise a hard-working
woman, Mrs. Mary Ann Keckler, who is dedi-
cated to supporting local veterans. Hernando
County is fortunate to have Mrs. Keckler in our
community.

Mrs. Keckler served in the United States
Navy from 1959-1962. She currently heads
Hernando County’s Veteran Affairs Round-
table and is commander of the local Disabled
American Veterans.

Mrs. Keckler has joined forces with
Hillsborough County veterans advocates to
raise money for Operation Haley House, the
local version of the Fisher House. Donations
to Operation Haley House will provide the
families of injured American soldiers a place to
stay when visiting loved ones undergoing
long-term rehabilitation. Many area families
are faced with the high costs of expensive
room and board when visiting relatives at the
James A. Haley VA Medical Center in Tampa.
Plans are currently under way to begin build-
ing what will be known as the Haley House to
elevate this costly burden on military families.

Mary Ann’s efforts to improve the lives of in-
jured American soldiers and their families de-
serves to be recognized.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to represent
Mary Ann Keckler, and to honor her for work-
ing with our local veterans.

———

PREMATURE BIRTH: A SILENT,
GROWING HEALTH CRISIS
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Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, prematurity is a
serious and growing problem in the United
States. It is the number one cause of infant
death in the first month of life. In February
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